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Disaster Health Education Symposium: Advancing the State of the Art 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences 

4301 Jones Bridge Road, Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

 

 
7:00 a.m. Registration         Hall of Flags  
     
8:00 a.m. General Session: Call to Open                Sanford Auditorium  

Thomas Kirsch, MD, MPH, Director, National Center for Disaster Medicine and Public 
Health 
 
Words of Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Arthur L. Kellermann, MD, MPH, Professor and Dean, F. Edward Hébert School of 
Medicine, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences  
 

8:30 a.m. Opening Keynote                  Sanford Auditorium  
Lynn R. Goldman, MD, MS, MPH, Dean at Milken Institute School of Public Health at 
George Washington University 

 
9:30 a.m. Poster Viewing and Refreshment Break (on your own)   Hall of Flags  
 
10:00 a.m. General Session:                   Sanford Auditorium  

The State of the Art in Disaster Science: Implications for Education 
 
Moderator- Mark Keim, MD, MPH, Senior Science Advisor, National Center for Disaster 
Medicine and Public Health 

 
Tricia Wachtendorf, PhD, Director, Disaster Research Center, Professor, Department of 
Sociology and Criminal Justice, Coordinator, Emergency and Environmental Management 
Concentration  
 
Kevin Yeskey, MD, Senior Advisor for Emergency Public Health 
 
Justin Snair, MPA, Senior Program Officer, Director, Forum on Medical and Public Health 
Preparedness for Disasters and Emergencies and the Standing Committee on Medical and 

Goal 
Provide a structured forum that brings together experts to share current national and international educational and 
training research and practice relevant to the disaster medicine and public health preparedness community. 
 

Target Audience 
An interdisciplinary group of academia, associations, the private sector, Federal, State, local, tribal Governments and the 
Military. 

Objectives 
By the conclusion of this symposium, attendees should be able to: 

 Describe current and potential best practices in disaster medicine and public health education and learning 

 List current research efforts related to disaster health and disaster health education 

 Discuss innovative education methods and technology related to disaster medicine and public health 
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Public Health Research During Large-Scale Emergency Events, Health and Medicine 
Division, The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
      

11:30 a.m. Lunch Break (on your own)                  USU Cafeteria  
 
12:30 p.m. General Session: State of the Art in practice            Large Cafeteria 
 

Moderator- Victoria Klimczak, Project Coordinator, National Center for Disaster 
Medicine and Public Health 

1. Anne “Belle” Griffin, MPH, BSN, Research RN, Veterans Emergency Management 

Evaluation Center  

2. Cheryl Levine, PhD, Senior Policy Analyst/Lead, At-Risk Individuals, Behavioral 

Health and Community Resilience, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness 

and Response 

3. Jeff Schlegelmilch, MPH, MBA, Deputy Director, National Center for Disaster 

Preparedness, Columbia University’s Earth Institute 

4. Jolie Breeden, Program Associate, Natural Hazards Center, University of Colorado 

Boulder 

5. Jon Krohmer, MD, Director, Office of Emergency Medical Services, US Department 

of Transportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

6. Lieutenant Commander Katie Hager, BS, BSN, RN, Program Officer, Medical 

Reserve Corps 

7. Mary Casey-Lockyer, MHS, BSN, RN, CCRN, Senior Associate, Disaster Health 

Services Program Development, American Red Cross 

8. Mickey Scullard, MPH, Hospital Preparedness Program-Public Health Emergency 

Preparedness Cross-Program Coordinator, Minnesota Department of Health 

9. Rhonda B. Willis, MPA, IT Project Manager, Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention TRAIN Administrator 

10. Scott Zuerlein, PhD, MHA, Deputy Director, Training and Professional 

Development Division, Center for Global Health Engagement 

11. Tricia Wachtendorf, PhD, Director, Disaster Research Center, Professor, 

Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice, Coordinator, Emergency and 

Environmental Management Concentration, University of Delaware 

12. Wendy Walsh, Higher Education Program Manager, Federal Emergency Management 

Agency 

   

1:45 p.m. Breakout A:                    Sanford Auditorium  
  Military - Civilian Transfer of State of the Art Knowledge 

  
Moderator: Craig Goolsby, MD, Med, FACEP, Associate Professor &Vice Chair, F. Edward 
Hébert School of Medicine, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, Education 
Deputy Director, National Center for Disaster Medicine and Public Health 
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Eric Goralnick, MD, MS, Medical Director, Emergency Preparedness and Assistant 
Professor, Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School 

  
Todd Rasmussen, MD, Associate Dean for Research F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine, 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences  
 
Charlotte Porter, MPH, Acting Director, Individual and Community Preparedness Division, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
 

Or 
Breakout B:         Small Dining Room 
Advancing Disaster Health Scholarship: Oral Abstract Presentations   
 
Moderator: Kandra Strauss-Riggs, MPH, Operations Director, National Center for 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health 
 
Jessie Pulsipher, MBA, “A Community Partnership Model for Increasing Emergency 
Preparedness of Patients Living at Home” 
 
Roberta P. Lavin, PhD, APRN-BC, “Inter-professional Academic/Practice Partnerships to 
Improve Disaster Education for Population Health”  
 
Perry Wiseman, RN, BSN, CEN, “Outbreak Response Course, 21st Century Biocontainment 
Care” 
 

 
3:00 p.m. Poster Viewing and Refreshment Break (on your own)    Hall of Flags  
    
3:30 p.m.  Breakout Session C:                  Sanford Auditorium  

Disaster Health Training Needs Across the Spectrum; State, Local and Tribal 
 
Moderator: Thomas Kirsch, MD, MPH, Director, National Center for Disaster Medicine 
and Public Health 
 
Laura Biesiadecki, MSPH, Senior Director for Preparedness, National Association of 
County and City Health Officials 
 
Gerrit Bakker, Senior Director, Public Health Preparedness, Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials 
 
Rita Burke, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor, University of Southern California, Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles  
 
Carolyn Angus-Hornbuckle, JD, Deputy Director and Director of Public Health Policy and 
Programs, National Indian Health Board,  
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Or 
  Breakout Session D:       Small Dining Room 

State of the Art Use of Simulation in Disaster Medicine and Public Health 
 
Moderator: Rodney Omron, MD MPH, Assistant Professor, Johns Hopkins Department of 
Emergency Medicine  
 
Craig Goolsby, MD, Med, FACEP, Associate Professor &Vice Chair, F. Edward Hébert 
School of Medicine, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences,  
Education Deputy Director, National Center for Disaster Medicine and Public Health 
 
Haru Okuda, MD FACEP FSSH, National Medical Director, SimLEARN, Veterans Health 
Administration 
 
Victor Cid, NLM, MS, Senior Computer Scientist, Disaster Information Management 
Research Center, National Library of Medicine 

 
4:30 p.m. Closing Keynote:      Sanford Auditorium 

Outstanding Poster Awards Announcement  
 
Thomas Kirsch, MD, MPH, Director, National Center for Disaster Medicine and Public 
Health 

    
5:00 p.m. Adjourn 
 
 


