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Short Biography: Christopher J. Hovanec, Ph.D.

Dr. Christopher J. Hovanec is a Senior Scientific Technical Manager (SSTM) at the United States Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock Division (NSWCCD), where he serves as the Principal for Naval Alloys and Materials. As an SSTM, Dr. Hovanec serves as a senior adviser to NSWCCD leadership and across the Naval Research and Development Establishment (NR&DE). His responsibilities include identifying and developing innovative technologies and enabling capabilities that advance mission readiness by enhancing platform performance, reducing fabrication and life-cycle costs, expanding design space, shortening product development cycles, accelerating qualification and certification, and mitigating naval materials supply chain challenges.

Dr. Hovanec has more than 20 years of engineering experience across multiple federal agencies. His experience spans research and development, acquisition and production support, design and service life extension, strategic technology development, and leadership of high-value technical programs.

Prior to joining NSWCCD, Dr. Hovanec served as a Technology Manager in the Advanced Materials and Manufacturing Technologies Office (AMMTO) at the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). In this role, Dr. Hovanec provided technical oversight of a portfolio that included additive manufacturing, hybrid manufacturing, materials for harsh service environments, and advanced metals processing.

Dr. Hovanec also served as a Materials Engineer at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and the Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR). At the NRC, he performed technical evaluations of material performance and degradation and represented the NRC at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). At NAVAIR, Dr. Hovanec conducted research and served as a subject matter expert with Flight Clearance Signature authority for the performance and processing of metallic materials.

Dr. Hovanec earned his Ph.D. in Materials Engineering from Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he was a member of the Mechanics of Microstructure Research Group. He also holds multiple professional certifications, has received numerous awards, and serves on several technical committees.

