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New Mexico Constitution

1. Confirmed existing rights prior to 1907.

2. Declared unappropriated water of natural
streams to be public. Priority of appropriation
shall give the better right.

3. Beneficial use shall be the basis, the
measure and the limit of the right to the use
of water.

This is different than eastern states where riparian rights is
the basic guide for use of water.
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New Mexico Statutes 1978 Annotated P —

STATUTES
Chapter 72 1978

* Surface water is Chapter 72-5 NMSA ANNOTATED

* Groundwater is Chapter 72-12 NMSA
Chapter 72
Water Law

New Mexico Administrative Code

TITLE 19 NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE
CHAPTER 26 SURFACE WATER
PART 2 ADMINISTRATION

19.26.2 Surface Water Regulations
) TITLE 19 NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLITE
19.27.1 Ground Water Regulations [SRzedmaraiciiniina

PART 1 TUNDERGROUND WATER - GENERAL PROVISIONS (SE-66-1. ARTICLES 1 AND 2)

19.27.4 Well Driller Licensing and well construction regulations

19.27.5 DomesticC |t s o
Many others for the agency but these are the ones pertaining to administration
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New Mexico Statutes 1978 Annotated PEC—

STATUTES
1978

 Chapter72
* Surface water is Chapter 72-5 NMSA ANNOTATED

* Groundwater is Chapter 72-12 NMSA
Chapter 72

Water Law

New Mexico Administrative Code

TITLE 19 NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE
CHAPTER 26 SURFACE WATER
* 19.26.2 Surface Water Regulations S Ammemener
. TITLE 19 NATTURAL R:ESOL'R_CE S AND WILDLIFE
* 19.27.1 Ground Water R eg ulations ;?;1? IER . Qgggﬁgag ::ggi - GENERAL PROVISIONS (SE-66-1, ARTICLES 1 AND 2)
[ J

19.27.4 Well Driller Licensing and well construction regulations

° TITLE 19 NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE
5 . O I I I e St I C CHAPTER 27 UNDERGROUND WATER

PART 5 THE USE OF PUBLIC UNDERGROUND WATERS FOR HOUSEHOLD OR OTHER

DOMESTIC USE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 72-12-1.1 NMSA

Many others for the agency but these are the ones pertaining to administration
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Important date

= March 19, 1907 (The New Mexico
Water Code of 1907 established the
state's requlation of water rights,
including both the volume and use of
water. The code's main purpose was to
protect, develop, and conserve the
state's public waters for beneficial use.
The code also gave the State Engineer
jurisdiction over new surface water
appropriations.)




Prior Appropriation Doctrine

= Grants rights over surface water and
groundwater in order of seniority.

= First in time, first in right.
" Protection of senior water users.
= Historical supply studies

= Future Predictions (Leap Ahead)




Strict Prior Appropriation Issues

" [Incomplete adjudications.

= Most cities and towns are junior rights.

* Qutstanding Indian Water Rights Claims.
= Qver-appropriated systems.

" [nequity.

*Climate Change or weather disturbances.




- OSE Misson

MWM
mamage the wateh Neseuhces.

of Newn Me/mwg@m@.emz@bwaﬂ




How do we complete this mission?

" Investigate, measure and distribute water in the most efficient
manner in accordance with state laws, court adjudications and
State Engineer rules and regulations;

= Administer a water rights system that lawfully and effectivel
allocates and reallocates water through permits, licenses an
the adjudications of the courts to meet the needs of New
Mexico’s growing population;

= Maximize use of New Mexico’s renewable interstate stream
apportionments to promote the sustainability of New Mexico’s
water supplies; and

= Plan for the future water needs of New Mexico’s people and
environment.



Office of the State Engineer duties:

= Water Rights Administration (measure, distribute and appropriate).
= Perform water resource investigations.

= Perform hydrographic surveys for water rights adjudications.

=" [nspect dams for safety.

= Review county subdivision water supply proposals.

= Manage the well driller licensing program.

= Perform hydrologic studies and develop groundwater models.

= Ensure Interstate Stream Compact compliance.



New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
Underground Water Basins in New Mexico

Groundwater Basins

" July 19, 1931, Roswell
Artesian was the first
basin declared.

" There are now 39
underground water basins
In New Mexico.




Closed Basins

= Jal Basin

= Sandia Basin

= SE NM Temporary
= Bluewater Basin

= Hot Springs Basin
= | ea County

= Roswell area

= Gallup Basin

= Zuni Salt Lake

= Hot Springs Artesian
= Zuni River Basin

New Mexico

= NO NEW APPROPRIATIONS




Administration

When evaluating an application for a new

appropriation or to change the place and/or

Eurpose of use of an existing water right, the State
ngineer must:

" Determine that water is available.
" The appropriation will not impair existing rights.

" The intended use is not contrary to conservation of
water, and

" The intended use is not detrimental to the public
welfare.




Water Master Realities

= Spring runoff occurring earlier.
= Storage is dwindling.
" Unable to meet compact requirements.

" Determine demand and calculate supply.

" Either curtail junior users or suggest Active Water
Resource Management (AWRM).



A worm? No, AWRM

= Launched in 2004 in response to continued drought conditions.

= Active Water Resource Management (AWRM) refers to the
essential tools and elements needed to enable the State Engineer
to actively manage the state’s limited water resources.

" In New Mexico, the state constitution makes priority of right the
pasis for water administration.

= However, many drought years in a row compelled the State
Engineer to realize that, should it become necessary to conduct
plrlorlty administration, the tools necessary to do so are not yet in
place.
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REAL-TIME
WATER MEASUREMENT:

l \ I t M I O O | S smnimiece Negw MEexico OFrFice OF THE STATE ENGINEER/INTERSTATE STREAM COMMISSION

Albuguerque Roswell Deming Las Cruces Aztec Santa Fe Cimarron
District 6 (Santa Fe) (District 1) (District 2) (District 3) (District 4) (District 5) (District 6) (District 7)

M r. n nd ‘Contact the district office at (505) 827-6120
e a S U I g a A e Lo Shamma | LT (NPT} 1 Welcome to New Mexico's Real-Time Water Measurement Information System!

Lorraing Garcia (santa Fe)

-- Provisional Data Subject To Revision - NOTE: Click on the upper Chama subbasin, Lower Chama

[
subbasin, NPT subbasin, santa Fe subbasin or Gallinas
Rio Grande Basin subbasin ta see a zoomed in map showing well/gage locations,

Upper Chama Subbasin 302 3 clikasl st of seations. The Mexico Office of the State

Discharge Gage Helght 4vg Dafly Flow 7 Engi nterstate  Stream  Commission
station name  pate & Time (cf3) ift) (cfs) y ( nscy) e i i
S i e e 8 1 Bk (OSE/ISC) engages in  Active Wate_r
U e S a I l bitch : AN >3 Resource Management (AWRM). This
M-B Ditch 05/16 14:45 0.0 -0.07 00 B i ' 1l s inea 3 \
Chama vallsy i i allows the State Engineer to acti
05116 15245 oo 0o 0o § b R
Ditch J manags the state's limited water resous
1 & p

valley Ditch  05/16 14:45 0.0 -0.37 00 & Lo PECNERER P 2 i
Chamavalley o 0s 3 _wh:.z administering water rights and

. \ ! {{
Re g U | a t I O n S o o> interstate compacts throughout the state.
05116 14:45 2 i | - 5
E;“'"""HE’ 05746 14:45 F S, R ia. 1

. SoneE IR g1 g g . 3 monitoring  sites g ically

C t f Barranco Ditch  03/16 14:45 y . W ( transmits data valuess via radio and zatellite
re a I O n O i e . Ay Gallinasi= telemstry and storsz the data in a

willow creek y E Ji = 1 o databass. Thiz real-time water

Mesa Ditch 09/16 14:54 . Cheny
Plaza slanca 09715 14:45 mesasurement data is availabls for =ach

Efmsehatk W16 1£15 s : i 3 Y active gage/well n on select basin
Parkyview 09/16 14143 . 5 .07 Ces ey, 1 £ P 5 o /e Sek
Parvenir 05716 14:45 K r e, E 5 3 maps. To find a specific gage/well click on

;tgmmmts‘ 03716 14245 o 2 3 i ] ! b : the appropriats area on the stats map.

i ) i
D ' t 7 t Lower Chama Subbasin i S ant? : 0
Discharge Gage Height N 4 1 ) :
I S r I C S station Name Date & Time (cs} (ft) ) | o For further information, pleas = J Fodt Sumner ™,
0.0 X
y

abeyta Trujillo 09716 14:45 X . \ z Grayndwater

17 Gonzales 0316 14145 0.56 Y . : Help. A 13 Busi
/ in

Gonzalss 09116 14:45 .

J Quintana 05716 14:45
tlllllt —
= 05716 14:54
g 05116 15:45

05718 14145
05716 14:45

03115 1543
Manzanaras y
OoT water s e
Rio de Chama 05716 14:45
Martinez y
Duranes

Chili 03146 14:30

Hernandez 05416 14:45

Chamita 05116 14:45

‘Yungeh 05116 14:85 K ¥y \ Ao

salaz 03116 14:45 7.7 . 7.62 ) i

azar . .. s, Rio Grande

B ) —~—
NPT Subbasin 2 %15 s T
Develo pmen T P Y e ULD T Y
Discharge Gage Height Avg Daily Flow | .. % Las

Station Hame  Date & Time (cfs) (ft) (<fs) > \ S f'""” m 6
" !
- — \

High Line. 03716 14:45 3.02 0.43 141 ) S ok 9

Upper 03118 1430 o0 021 0.0 T

e Mimbres

of water master S "
egen

Manua | S TITLE 19 NATURAL RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE % OSE Distict Offices
CHAPTER 25 ADMINISTEATION AND USE OF WATER - GENERAL PROVISIONS B 0 oistrits 1)
PART 20 NAMBE-POJOAQUE-TESUQUE WATER MASTER DISTRICT: ACTIVE WATER 22 For sumner Grouncwater eterng

I:l AWRM Real-Time Surface Water Metering

RESDURC’E L'IANAGEMENT Non AWRM Basin, fteal-Time SW Metering

0516 14:30




P I’I O r | ty B a S | n S NMOSE Active Water Resource Management

PRIORITY BASINS
,"\'~'.’-..°.._.’,..‘ " l '

1-Ri0 Chama Basin

Lower Pecos River
Lower Rio Grande (78 e |~
San Juan River e Lower Pecos Basin
Upper Mimlbres Pt , : | ' 7,‘;. '.-'-:‘-’ 4-Lower Rio Grande Basin
Rio Gallinas (SR T A -
Nambe-Pojoaque- [EEF "L MEE | SEppensm s

= ' A A Sond Tesuque Stream System
Tesuaue . 7-San Juan River Basn

Rio Chama - = s

2-Rwo Gallinas Basin
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https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/LowerPecos/index.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/RioGrande/lowerRioGrande.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/Colorado/SanJuanBasin/isc_SanJuan.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/Mimbres/index.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/RioGallinas/index.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/NambePojoaqueTesuque/index.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/NambePojoaqueTesuque/index.php
https://www.ose.nm.gov/Basins/RioChama/index.php

AWRM Other Options to priority

1) Shortage Sharing Agreements

Voluntary shortage sharing agreements are one way of extending limited water supplies
during the drought. An agreement might be among multiple water right owners -- for
example, between farmers, municipalities, businesses, Native Americans, and others —to
share available water supplies under existing conditions. A shortage sharing agreement has
worked successfully in the San Juan Basin, for example.

2) Rotation Agreements

Voluntary rotation agreements work when water users take turns using water, according to a
set schedule that is agreed upon by all water users sharlngl_a source. Agricultural communities

have used rotation successfully on the Nambe, Pojoaque, Tesuque and Jemez Rivers, where
non-Indians and Pueblos share water supplies.

1

3) Water Banking

Water banking allows the expedited short-term or temporary reallocation of water, while still
protecting the senior status of water rights holders.

19



Governor’s 5o year Water Action Plan

Key Pillars:

= Conservation

= New Water Supply

= Watershed and Water Protection

https.//www.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-
Mexico-50-Year-WaterAction-Plan.pdf



https://www.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-Mexico-50-Year-WaterAction-Plan.pdf
https://www.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-Mexico-50-Year-WaterAction-Plan.pdf

Jerri L. Pohl - Chief
Office of the State Engineer
Statewide Projects Bureau

505-827-7348
Jerri.pohl@ose.nm.gov



mailto:Jerri.pohl@ose.nm.gov
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