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Dr. Cameron Howell is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Commission for 
Public Higher Education, a new accreditor that serves public colleges and universities in 
the United States. Previously, Howell served as Secretary of the University and of the Board 
of Trustees of the University of South Carolina and in leadership positions at the University 
of North Carolina System Office and the National Student Clearinghouse. 

Howell’s understanding of accreditation in higher education stems from more than two 
decades of staffing, writing reports for, and serving as a peer evaluator on visiting 
accreditation teams. In addition, he has authored compliance documents for accreditors 
on behalf of universities. 

Howell graduated magna cum laude from Washington and Lee University, where he was 
inducted into Phi Beta Kappa. He earned an M.Ed. and Ph.D. from the University of Virginia, 
where—as Assistant to the President—he began working on accreditation matters. 

 


