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Why the Change?



Why the Changes?

December 2019– Fostering Undergraduate Talent By 
Unlocking Resources for Education (FUTURE) Act

Allows IRS to disclose federal tax information (FTI) to Federal 
Student Aid, part of the US. Department of Education, in order to 
improve the administration of:

FAFSA
Income-driven repayment plans (student loans)
Total & Permanent Disability Loan Discharge

Original plan was to begin in October 2022 with the 2023-24 
FAFSA



Why the Changes?

December 2020 = FAFSA Simplification Act
Requires a major overhaul of:

FAFSA form
Financial need analysis
Many policies and procedures for schools that 

participate



Why the Changes?

Over 40 years since any major changes had been 
made
Need for more automation and less obstacles for 

students
Goals

Streamline the FAFSA process
Increase eligibility for Federal Student Aid



In One Word…



How’s it Going?

For the 2024-25 FAFSA, October 1st launch was moved to 
December 30, meeting the January 1 deadline imposed by 
lawmakers
‘Soft launch’ intended to analyze how everything was going 

before fully operational
Website was taken down frequently to gather/analyze data
Soft launch ended January 8



Widespread Issues

FSA ID
Some phone numbers rejected due to being associated with another 

account
Parents without Social Security numbers unable to create an FSA ID as 

planned
Some are waiting nearly two weeks before they receive confirmation of 

match with SSA
FAFSA

Student signature dropped from the form when parent accesses FAFSA
Form is not complete due to missing signatures, even when not required
Parents unable to access student’s FAFSA using link in email invitation

FSA Information Center
Long waits
Calls over a set limit are dropped



What to Expect

Institutional Student Information Records (ISIRs)
FAFSA data will be processed in ‘batches’ and sent out to higher 

ed institutions
Test period when schools will analyze their systems to ensure 

everything’s working
Once ISIR process has cleared, schools will begin working on 

financial aid offer letters
FSA has announce ISIRs should be available ‘the first half of 

March’



What to Expect

This summary is the signal that their FAFSA has been processed and 
sent to the colleges listed on their FAFSA. Students won’t be able to 
edit their submitted FAFSA information until they have received this 
summary.

FAFSA Submission Summaries
Students should begin receiving their summaries around 

the same time (formerly known as the Student Aid Report, 
or SAR)



Areas of Concern

Deadlines
We’re all in the same boat; most colleges are extending 

critical deadlines
Housing

Many decisions can’t be made until eligibility has been 
determined 

Institutional Aid
First come, first served



Paper FAFSA’s (last resort)

When to consider:
Pressing scholarship or housing deadline that college won’t 

extend
Parents without SSNs

If student’s FAFSA is online, parents’ part should be too
Online FAFSA will take precedent over paper FAFSA

Consider if a glitch in the system blocks ability to move forward 
on FAFSA
Paper FAFSAs won’t be processed until after backlog of online 

FAFSAs
Will be a receipt date on paper form when received by FSA



Good News



Good News

End result will be a shorter, more automated process with 
eligibility formulas that will increase the number of eligible 
students and amounts they can receive.

FSA is taking on a large number of employees to provide 
‘concierge’ services to students/parents and under-
resourced higher ed institutions.



FAFSA Graduation 
Requirement Law



Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, 
students must complete and submit a Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) in 
order to graduate from a public high school.*

Resources:
https://sde.ok.gov/college-career

The Law: Senate Bill 93

*There are 
opportunities for 

students to opt out.

https://sde.ok.gov/college-career




Oklahoma FAFSA Data Portal

The free FAFSA data portal 
allows educators to track 
FAFSA progress, provide 
targeted assistance, and 
view date of submission 
and completion status 
for high school seniors.



OKhighered.org/OK-FDP

Find step-by-step guidance, 
links to required forms, and 

more FAFSA resources on the 
FAFSA Data Portal website. 



Resources



Resources

Paper form - https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/2024-25-
fafsa.pdf

(or search for 2024-25 FAFSA pdf)

How to Delete a FAFSA video ( from uAspire) – search for How to 
Delete 2024-25 FAFSA

uAspire Cost Calculator - https://www.uaspire.org/calculator

FSA Information Center: 1.800.433.3243 (1.800.4 FED AID)



Free FAFSA Completion Resources



OKcollegestart
Changes



What is OKcollegestart?



OKcollegestart Features

Accounts for all ages

Google Translate into 100+ languages

Mobile friendly

Oklahoma’s Promise application

Built in accessibility features



FAFSA ICAP Activity on OKcollegestart



Resume Builder Redesign



Resume Builder Redesign



Upload Google Drive Files

Google Drive upload will expand to 
other activities in the coming months



Require 4 Goals on My Goals

Tip: Add instructions so students know 
they need to have four goals set before 
the activity will be marked complete. 



Student User Guides & Videos



Student User Guides & Videos



College Cost Worksheet

OKcollegestart.org
Financial Aid 
Planning

Make College 
More Affordable



NOTE: This presentation is for educational purposes only, and is not intended to be construed as financial, investment, legal and/or tax advice.

UCanGo2@ocap.org

Contact us for help!

OKcollegestart@ocap.org

Letha Huddleston Lyndsay Parks
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