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How do you feel about the remainder of the school year?
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“Nothing of importance can be 
built and expected to last without 
having a strong foundation to 
build upon.”
~ Author Unknown







● Research shows that connectedness, 
particularly between students and 
teachers, related significantly to 
engagement and academic 
outcomes, including school 
attendance, grade point average 
(GPA), rate of suspension, and test 
scores.

● Students who feel disconnected 
from their teachers and their 
academically engaged peers 
often fail several courses, 
dropout of high school often, or 
demonstrate a lack of 
participation in school.

WHAT DOES RESEARCH SAY?







That is all true but…
HOW?



GET TO KNOW 
YOUR STUDENTS



Intentional
done with intention or on purpose; intended

Dictionary.com

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/intention
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/intended


● Builds Trust  between teachers and 
students/families

● Improves ability to connect and motivate
● Learn of student needs (not just academics)
● Learn target interests of students

Says “I Care”



USE A WHOLE 
TEAM 

APPROACH

You can’t do it alone…
● Divide and Conquer

○ Administrators, teachers, 
counselors, support staff, 
community members, etc…

○ Determine best fit

● Set reasonable expectations
○ Frequency of connections
○ Types of connections
○ Document connections
○ Extend connections to families



● Determine barriers
○ Scheduling, communication, 

student access, at-home support

● Meet students where they are
○ How do they communicate best?
○ Breaking the ice
○ Focus on students well-being, not 

academics
○ Incorporate into classroom 

activities when possible
○ Student Driven

USE A WHOLE 
TEAM 

APPROACH

You can’t do it alone…



Create 
Opportunities for 

Social Talk

Model Language

Work Together to 
Develop Classroom 

Expectations

Check In’s 

Send a Note

Respond with 
Empathy

START SMALL! PICK ANY OF THESE TO START!

#
#
#
#








HOW IS TRI-CITY 
LEARNING ACADEMY 

ADDRESSING 
ENGAGEMENT?







OPEN MIC!
What intentional engagement strategies 
have you found to be most successful at 

your site/district?
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