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	VetEd Down Under 2027
Pre-Conference Workshop Program



	Date:
	Tuesday, 2 February 2027 
	Location:
	Werribee Campus, Melbourne Veterinary School

Bus transfer to Werribee departs Parkville campus at 9.15am sharp 

Program
	10:00am – 12:30pm
	Workshop Session 1

	Collaborative Learning Space
Level 2, LTB
	Rethinking Assessment in Competency-Based Veterinary Education: From Dehorning Unicorns to Diagnosing Drop Bears – Prof Heidi Banse, Arkansas State College of Veterinary Medicine, Prof Erin Malone, University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine
This workshop will explore innovative and less commonly used approaches to authentic assessment across a range of competencies and subject areas, from foundational sciences to clinical practice. Building on examples of creative assessment strategies, participants will collaborate to develop and refine assessment approaches tailored to their own disciplines. The workshop will emphasize the design of meaningful, authentic assessments that support students’ progressive development of competence within a competency-based veterinary education framework.


	Clinical Skills Lab 
Level 1, LTB
	HiFi to LowFi: Experiencing and building clinical skills models – Clinical Skills Team, Melbourne Veterinary School
Spend 2.5 hours with the University of Melbourne’s Clinical Skills Team in an interactive, hands-on workshop exploring both high- and low-fidelity veterinary simulation models. Experience high-fidelity haptic simulation. Practise nasogastric intubation, and upper respiratory tract equine endoscopy, using in house made low fidelity models. You’ll also get creative by making three low-fidelity canine and feline testicle models to take home and share with your school.


	Tutorial Room,
Level 2, LTB
	Wildlife Health Competence in Veterinary Training – A/Prof Jasmin Hufschmid, Melbourne Veterinary School
Most veterinary graduates working in clinical practice in Australasia will encounter wildlife cases; however, many veterinarians report feeling unsure how to assess, treat and manage wildlife to ensure good animal welfare outcomes. Recognising the provision of appropriate wildlife care as part of veterinarians’ social licence and contribution to the public good, this workshop will bring together wildlife-focused teaching staff from veterinary schools across Australasia to review wildlife health-related teaching within curricula and collaboratively define expected standards of training and competency in wildlife health for veterinary graduates.




	12:30 – 1:30
	Lunch
Werribee Campus Tours




	1.30pm – 4:00pm
	Workshop Session 2

	Collaborative Learning Space A, 
Level 2, LTB
	Spectrum of Care Pedagogy: The What, the Why, and the How – Dr Melanie Blevins, Melbourne Veterinary School; Prof Sheena Warman, University of Bristol Veterinary School; Dr Heather Fedesco, American Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges; Prof Heidi Banse, Arkansas State College of Veterinary Medicine
This interactive workshop will utilise the AAVMC’s Spectrum of Care in Veterinary Education Implementation Strategies Guide to explore Spectrum of Care pedagogy – what it is, why it matters and how to implement it into your teaching. It will address activity design, implementation barriers and solutions, and aims to build peer networks for supporting SOC pedagogy in Australasian veterinary education.


	Collaborative Learning Space B
Level 2, LTB
	Assessment from Start to Finish: Best Practices, Item Analysis and Better Questions – Dr Hilari French (1,2); Janine Hawley (1); Dr Kent Hecker (1,3); Dr Heather Case (1); Dr Donna Harris (1,4). 1 International Council for Veterinary Assessment; 2 Shreiber School of Veterinary Medicine, Rowan University; 3 Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Calgary; 4 College of Veterinary Medicine, Michigan State University
This interactive group workshop combines best practices in assessment design, scoring, test administration, and exam security with practical foundations in validity, reliability, and selected-response question development. Working in small groups alongside veterinary educators and assessment experts, participants will learn how to interpret item-analysis reports, make defensible decisions about retaining, revising, excluding, or retiring questions, and will learn how to revise questions to strengthen alignment, cognitive challenge, and fairness.


	Clinical Skills Lab
Level 1, LTB
	Designing High-Fidelity Veterinary CPR Simulations: From Learning Objectives to Scenario – Dr Marina Salles Munerato, Adelaide University 
This hands-on workshop will introduce veterinary educators to the principles of designing high-fidelity CPR simulation scenarios, using veterinary CPR as the clinical context. Participants will work in small groups to develop, test and refine their own simulation scenario, with a focus on learning objectives, scenario progression, physiological responses, facilitator cues and debriefing.


	G61, Ground Floor
	Spreadsheeting for Veterinary Educators: A practical workshop – A/Prof David Beggs and Dr Caitlin Pfeiffer, Melbourne Veterinary School
A workshop designed for people with some Microsoft Excel experience to extend their use of Excel. Pivot tables, practical use of formulae and how to use AI in spreadsheets to do the sorts of things that educators do.



Bus transfer to Parkville departs Werribee campus at 4.15pm

	5.00pm-7.00pm
	Welcome Event and Conference Registration, Parkville Campus
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