
 

U.S. Supreme Court Trip | Application Instructions and Checklist 
 

Getting Started 
 
☐ Thoroughly read this checklist.  

☐ Use the latest version of Adobe Reader to open the bar application after it has 
been downloaded. The application form will have a QR code on the bottom right 
corner of each page. The QR code will expand as you enter data into the form. 
Applications without QR codes on the 1st page will not be accepted. QR codes 
are recommended for the 2nd page but not required since that page can be hand 
written. 

☐ Review Sample Application below for how to fill out each section. 

Completing the Application 
 
☐ Page 1 must be typed (not handwritten) and filled in its entirety. Do not use all 

caps. 

☐ Page 2 may be typed or handwritten (if legible).  

☐  Applicant must sign/e-sign and date the second page twice (under Certification 
and under the Oath). E-signatures can be Docusign, Adobe signatures, or 
handwritten signatures that are then scanned and emailed. 

☐ Leave the Motion for Admission section empty. You are being admitted in open 
court. 

☐ Obtain original or scanned/e-signatures from your two sponsors on the same 
Page 2 of your application and include their addresses. Submitting two different 
signed Page 2’s where one sponsor signs one and the other sponsor signs 
another copy is not accepted. 

☐ The admission certificate contains the words “in the year of our Lord, two 
thousand ….”  If you would prefer an alternative form that omits these words, 
check the “alternative certificate” box on Page 1 of the application form. 

☐ Print the document. We highly recommend using a LaserJet printer when printing 
applications so that the QR codes are read correctly. Can be double-sided. 

 
Certificate of Good Standing 
 
☐ Obtain one Certificate of Good Standing (not proof of bar admission) that is… 



 

☐ Administered by your US State Supreme Court (NOT a state bar or a 
federal court) – this is a common mistake for those licensed in California, 
Georgia, and Florida; 

 Exceptions include:  

• District of Columbia Court of Appeals (DC Bar); 
• Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of the State of New York: 

1st, 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Division; 
• New York Court of Appeals 

☐ From where you have been practicing for the past three consecutive 
years;  

• Note: If you are licensed in more than one state, you only need to 
submit one where you have been practicing for 3 years in good 
standing – this is the state that you will be “moved” under during the 
admission ceremony (everyone is lined up by state); If you wish to 
have a different state appear on your US Supreme Court Bar 
Admission Certificate, you can note that on the application under 
#1); 

☐ An original Certificate (recommended) or digital version with visible seal; 

☐ Issued not more than one year from the date the application is submitted. 

Submitting the Application 
 
☐ Double check everything!  

☐ If you answered “yes” to any character & fitness questions, make sure you’ve 
included the required documentation asked for in sub-item 12(e).  

☐ Paperclip your documents together. Do not staple.  

☐ Mail (certified or overnight is recommended) the completed application and 
Certificate of Good Standing to the ABA address below to be delivered by March 
31, 2026. 

Attn: 2026 Supreme Court Trip 
American Bar Association 
Elle Wiles - Senior Lawyers Division 
321 North Clark Street, 21st Floor 
Chicago, IL 60654 

☐ Wait to hear from Senior Lawyers Division staff to confirm they have received 
your materials. 



 

 

Sample Application, Page 1 

Type 
everything 
on this page. 
Don’t use 
“all caps.” 

If applicable, you 
may include more 
than one entity in 
#9. Use a 
semicolon to break 
up the list of 
entities. You can 
list more than one 
entity on each line. 

You can leave this 
section blank if this 
section is not 
applicable to you. 

Make sure 
each of 
these 
boxes in 
#11-12 are 
checked 
yes or no! 

If you selected yes to any of the 
items in #12, follow the instructions 
of subitem (e)  

If you don’t have a 
work address, 
leave “Firm Name” 
blank and enter 
your home address 
below. This does 
mean you will have 
your home address 
under #5 as well. 

This QR code is 
required on 
page 1! 



 

 

 

Sample Application, Page 2 

Can write your name in 
here. Does not have to 
be typed for Page 2 but 
must be legible.  

Sponsors’ 
signatures 
may be 
originals, 
scanned, or 
e-signed. 
Must include 
their 
addresses. 

Leave the 
Motion for 
Admission 
section 
completely 
blank! 

Applicant must 
sign/e-sign and 
date this page 
twice – under 
Certification and 
under Oath of 
Admission. 

The QR code on 
Page 2 is 
recommended 
but not required. 
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