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OFSWCD Summer Supervisor School
July 26 – 28, 2026
Cherry Valley Lodge - Newark

 



Sunday, July 26th 
8:30 am – 12:00 pm		OASWCDE Golf Outing

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm		Registration

4:00pm – 6:00pm		OFSWCD Directors Meeting

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 		Casino Night (drinks, appetizers & fun!)

Monday, July 27th 
6:30 am – 7:45 am		Breakfast

7:00 am – 5:00 pm		Registration

General Session:
8:00 am – 9:00 am 	Welcome (OFSWCD President Samantha Steiner & Congressman Balderson’s Office) & Agency Updates (ODA-DSWC Chief Kirk Hines, NRCS State Conservationist John Wilson, ODNR Assistant Director Steve Gray, Josh Griffin and Anna Damnev from Ohio EPA, and OASWCDE President Chad Stang)
OSWCC Meeting:
9:00 am 			Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission Meeting


Area 3 Tours, Day 1
9:30 am			Busses Load for ALL Tours

Tour #1 – Buckeye Lake Tour, Led by Licking & Perry Districts (limit 50)
Explore Buckeye Lake’s watershed in action with guided stops at several notable restoration and management sites. Highlights include Bloody Run Swamp where ancient wildlife remains were discovered during restoration, Brooks Park Wetland installed to improve water quality for Buckeye Lake, and a concluding pontoon tour showcasing the Fairfield Beach aerators and Cranberry Bog Preserve.

Tour #2 – Technology for Tomorrow’s Land, Led by Coshocton SWCD (limit 50)
This tour will showcase how local farmers are using modern technology to improve efficiency, protect natural resources, and shape the future of agriculture. Participants will visit farms utilizing innovative tools such as precision equipment, data-driven management, and conservation practices that help maintain healthy soil and water while increasing productivity.

Tour #3 - The Wilds Open Air Safari and Conservation Stations, Led by Muskingum & Noble Districts (limit 100; additional cost of $45 per person)
Visit The Wilds for a catered, cookout-style lunch followed by an opportunity to explore The Wilds on a guided open-air safari, traveling through large pastures to observe species such as giraffe, bison, rhinos, zebras, and other wildlife while learning about conservation efforts across the 10,000-acre preserve. After the tour, participants will rotate through four educational stations focused on wildlife conservation and habitat management including prairie restoration, bird conservation, hellbender conservation, and American burying beetle recovery.

Tour #4 – Earthworks Tour, Led by Licking SWCD (limit 50)
Step back in time and explore three remarkable sites around Newark that indigenous peoples have called home for thousands of years. Begin at Black Hand Gorge, a geologically unique landscape rich with stories and legends of native presence. Then visit Flint Ridge Quarries, where flint has been mined for over 12,000 years to craft some of the world’s most beautiful and enduring stone tools. Finally, experience the Newark earthworks, where earth was shaped into vast, precise structures more than 2,000 years ago. Discover how these places have been used and honored by native communities across generations and how we can help preserve them for those yet to come.

Tour #5 - Urban Conservation in Newark: Infrastructure, Innovation & Community Renewal, Led by Licking SWCD (limit 50)
Participants will explore Newark’s ongoing transformation through a guided urban tour highlighting the city’s history, infrastructure, and revitalization efforts. The experience begins at the historic Midland Theatre with a brief look at its restoration, followed by an overview of Newark’s major stormwater–sewer separation projects and their impact on water quality and community resilience. Mayor Hall will share insights into the downtown and Courthouse Square revitalization before the group takes a walking tour through the heart of the city. The tour continues at The Works, where attendees have time to explore the museum. The day concludes with an inside look at Newark’s water treatment plant, offering a firsthand view of the systems that support the city’s growth.

4:30 pm – 5:00 pm		All Tours Return to Hotel

6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 		Dinner at Cherry Valley Lodge

7:30 pm – 9:00 pm 		Vespers Service & Auxiliary Auction

Tuesday, July 28th 
6:30 am – 7:45 am 		Breakfast

8:00 am – 8:45 am		Breakout Sessions 1

Breakout Sessions 1A – 1D:
Breakout Session 1A – Ohio’s Rebounding Wildlife Populations, Keith Jones, Ohio State Trapper Association President
Monroe SWCD board member Keith Jones will discuss the state’s ever-changing wildlife populations such as Bobcat and River Otter, and what species you might be hearing about in the future.

Breakout Session 1B – Basic Working Knowledge and Program Involvement, Dale Arnold, Ohio Farm Bureau
This session will cover county specific conservation management items such as soil characteristics, water resources, drainage strategies, construction impacts and other items involved in land use planning, highlighting the local SWCD role in this process.
Breakout Session 1C - Improving your Grazing Programming, Jarrod Hittle & Chad Amos
Learn what ODA and Districts are doing in grazing programming at the local level. See up-to-date workshops and events that are being offered and learn how to develop and evaluate your staff and programs. Take your local programming to the next level!
Breakout Session 1D – Ohio Water Reuse Study, Brian Coghlan 
Brian Coghlan, President of the Ohio Water Reuse Association and COO of Delco Water, will highlight the association’s mission to advance water recycling across Ohio and share the progress made to date in expanding reuse practices, strengthening partnerships, and supporting sustainable water management statewide

9:00 am – 9:45 am		Breakout Sessions 2E – 2H

Breakout Sessions 2E – 2H:
Breakout Session 2E – Ohio River Basin Alliance, Craig Butler 
Craig Butler, Executive Director of the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District, will outline the significance of the Ohio River Basin Restoration and Protection Plan and their joint call for Congress to pass the bipartisan Ohio River Restoration Act to establish the first coordinated federal restoration framework for the region.
Breakout Session 2F – Bloody Run Wetland Restoration, Vince Messerly
Vince Messerly, President of the Streams and Wetlands Foundation, will discuss Ohio’s wetland and stream mitigation framework and share the ecological history and restoration significance of the Bloody Run Swamp Project in southern Licking County.
Breakout Session 2G - History of the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District, Ethan Zucal, MWCD Public Affairs and Safety Manager
This presentation will provide an overview of the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District, including its origins, establishment, and organization development. Participants will gain insight into how the district has evolved to support flood mitigation, conservation efforts, and recreational opportunities in Ohio.
Breakout Session 2H - H2Ohio Pilot Program Update, Levi Arnold 
$2,000,000 in grants are being awarded to Districts for implementation on grazing projects across the Ohio River Basin. Find out what is being funded, what we learned from this round of submissions, and what is next.

Area 3 Tours, Day 2
9:55 am			Busses Load for ALL Tours

Tour #6 – From Seedlings to Sawmills, Led by Muskingum SWCD (limit 50)
Universal Veneer Mill will give a look into their facilities in Newark, offering a deep dive into the specialized world of high-quality North American hardwood veneers. Founded in 1978, the facility is known for blending traditional craftsmanship with modern technology to produce custom-cut veneers for a global market. This tour will show what happens to high-quality timber after it leaves the woods.
Buckeye State Tree Nursery will give a tour in Zanesville, providing an inside look at the state's mission to reforest Ohio with genetically adapted, native species. This facility is the only state-run tree nursery in Ohio. The nursery produces high-quality seedlings for projects like H2Ohio, the Girl Scout Tree Promise, and abandoned mine land reclamation.
Boy Scout Camp Property Timber Talk tour offers a unique, behind-the-scenes look at active forest management. By observing both a clearcut area and an active timber harvest, participants on the tour can see firsthand how professional forestry balances timber production with long-term habitat health. The consulting forester will be on site sharing his thoughts on prescribing these various management practices to meet the landowner’s goals.

Tour #7 – Kokosing River Float, Led by Knox SWCD (limit 30, ages 12 and up; this is an active canoe float of over 3 miles, and you will get wet!)
Grab your life vest and river shoes and float the gorgeous Kokosing state scenic river! Known for its natural beauty, diverse wildlife, and recreational opportunities, the river winds through the heart of Knox County and into Coshocton County before joining with the Mohican to form the Walhonding. ‘Kokosing’ in the Algonquin language translates to "river of little owls" and early settlers referred to it as Owl Creek. Bring your binoculars, as wildlife diversity is high throughout the stream corridor and numerous animals call the river home including bald eagles, kingfishers, and herons.
Kokosing is also well known for its aquatic diversity. The fish community is exceptional and represents one of the most diverse and healthy streams in Ohio. The river is also home to the endangered Eastern Hellbender and has been the site of Hellbender releases in recent years. on November 4, 1997, 41 miles of the main stem of the Kokosing River were dedicated as a state scenic river, and in June of 2005 it was dedicated as the first water trail in Ohio. Spend a relaxing day in nature taking in picturesque farms dotting rolling hills to forested floodplains and sandstone cliffs on Ohio’s first scenic water trail.

Tour #8 - Evolving Ecosystems: a Dawes Arboretum Field Experience Tour, Led by Licking SWCD (limit 50)
Experience how today’s wetlands, meadows, and research landscapes at Dawes Arboretum reflect the evolution from ancient earthworks to future ecosystems. This guided tour highlights active conservation, innovative studies, and the living systems shaping tomorrow’s environment.

Tour# 9 - Livestock, Land and Lunch, Led by Knox & Licking Districts (limit 50)
Participants will spend a full day learning and exploring across central Ohio’s agricultural landscape, with a focus on grazing operations. The farms on the tour are very conservation-minded and are always trying to make improvements that benefit their livestock and the environment. 
The first stop of the day brings the group to the Cutlip family farm in Glenmont. Attendees will be welcomed with introductions before beginning a guided tour of the farm. This visit offers an informative look at the farm’s grazing system and conservation practices, followed by open discussion and Q & A session.
Lunch will be provided at Velvet ice cream in Utica. This stop offers time to eat, rest, and enjoy ice cream, as well as an opportunity to browse the on‑site shop. It serves as both a refreshing break and a chance for participants to connect informally.
The final stop will be Clay Lick Run Farm near Newark, operated by the Felumlee family. Here, attendees will receive an overview of the farm’s conservation efforts before touring the facilities. This visit emphasizes practical demonstrations and concludes with another Q & A session, allowing participants to engage with real‑world applications.

Tour #10 – Sustainability in Action: Land, Energy, and Education, Led by Licking SWCD (limit 50)
Participants will explore innovative sustainability efforts across Licking County. Our first stop is the Granville Land Lab: hands-on ecology, soil health and habitat restoration. Next, the group will head to Denison University solar array: renewable energy, carbon reduction and campus-wide green initiatives.
A visit to l4l farm highlights conservation practices paired with education for students on the autism spectrum. Next is a stop at the Hartford Fair natural resources area: the Hartford Fair natural resources area is a five‑acre outdoor education space that engages youth and families with hands‑on conservation programming during fair week. 
The last stop is the Harvey solar project which has a memorandum of understanding with Licking SWCD that outlines coordinated roles in erosion control, stormwater oversight, and long‑term site monitoring to ensure construction and operation meet local conservation standards and protect surrounding land and waterways.

3:00 pm		All Tours Return to Cherry Valley Hotel
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From Ancient Earthworks to Future Ecosystems





